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4. Vinegar and granite don't mix. Top national home-cleaning fran-
chises, such as Merry Maids and Molly Maid, offer training for new
hires. But the majority of cleaning services do not teach employees
how to use cleaning products. A worker may not know, for example,
that a granite countertop should never be cleaned with vinegar be-
cause the acid will dull and erode the surface. To avoid
problems, ask what the cleaner or maid service uses
to treat such finicky surfaces as stainless steel and
Corian. And if you're hiring an independent house-
keeper, look for someone with at least three years’
experience. According to Don Asletr, author of
several books on cleaning, few housekeepers last more
than a year on the job.
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